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Minutes of the Meeting of Great Marlow Parish Council 
held at Bovingdon Green Village Hall on Thursday 18th 
January 2018 at 7.00 p.m. 

 
  Present:      Councillor   Mr K Muller (Chairman) 
           

                             “ Mr G. Fletcher 
    “ Mrs.J France 
                                                    “            Mr N Dunn 
    “ Mr M Pack 
                            “ Mrs L Parkins (part only) 
 
                                              Clerk         Mr J Holder   
                                                                  
 
 

C. 1/18             APOLOGIES   
Apologies had been received from Cllr. Ansell. Cllr M Harris WDC had also given his apologies. 
 
C. 2/18             MINUTES 
 
2.1 Subject to the start of the third sentence of Minute 128.4/17 being amended by the deletion of the 
words “self insurance” and the insertion of the words” “as a reserve” so as to read  “If a further £2,000 
for street lighting as a reserve were added.”, the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting dated 16 
November 2017 were approved and duly signed by the Chairman. 
 
2.2 The Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting dated 16 November 2017 were approved and duly 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
    
C. 3/18            DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
3.1  Cllr Dunn declared an interest in respect of his son in respect of the notice board quotation.	  
 
C. 4/18            PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – QUESTIONS AND INFORMATION 
 
There was none. 
 
C. 5/18            MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
 
5.1  CIL Moneys (Minute C128.4/17) - The Clerk was checking with Wycombe District Council if it 
were in order to use the CIL moneys towards spend on LED Lighting in Claymoor.     
 
5.2 Review of Insurance (Minute FC 2.1/17)  - The Clerk said that insurers had confirmed that corporate 
manslaughter was covered and that as cover provided a standard package, there would be no reduction in 
premium if certain policy covers were excluded.                           
 
C. 6/18             2018 MEETINGS 
 
6.1   The Chairman noted that at the previous meeting, there was an intention expressed to reduce the 
number of meetings to 6 per year and also to start at 7.00pm but that it was noted that this might require a 
change to the Standing Orders to implement this and the matter had been deferred for further 
consideration to this meeting. The Clerk had previously circulated and advised the Council that the 
current Standing Orders would allow for such change. It was agreed with immediate effect to move to 6 
meetings per year , starting at 7.00pm, whereby going forward there would be no meetings in February, 
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June and October in addition to the already non –meeting months of April, August and December. It was 
further agreed that the Council should review this decision after 6 months.                        Action : Clerk     
 
6.2 On the basis that the Hall would be losing three expected bookings at short notice, it was agreed that 
when the Clerk advised the Hall of the required dates, he should note that the Council would pay the cost 
for this year of the three meeting dates no longer needed.                                                     Action : Clerk     
 
6.3 Members discussed how best to deal with Planning where there is a three-week period in which to 
respond on applications. It was agreed to adapt the current method for the Summer whereby the Clerk 
would issue received applications at about a midway point between scheduled meetings and provide 
specific timescales in which he should be given comments. Although no decisions but only planning 
comments, which any member of the public could make, were being made, those members making such 
comments would be acting as a Planning Working Party (as agreed at the November meeting – minute 
132.11/17) with such comments to be ratified at the next Planning Committee meeting. 
 
6.4 Members further discussed the impact of two monthly meetings on payments to suppliers. Cllr Pack 
suggested that a number of blank cheques might be held by the chairman but on bookkeeping grounds 
was not accepted. It was agreed if required to move to direct debit or electronic payment for electricity 
supply. The Clerk also was willing in a non-meeting month to travel across to secure two cheque 
signatories. 
 
(Cllr Mrs Parkins joined the meeting). 
 
C. 7/18              ACCOUNTS AND EXPENDITURE 
 
7.1  The Clerk highlighted the expenditure against budget for the year to November. He noted that certain 
sums previously for street lighting (operations) had been placed under street lighting (repairs) and he had 
revised these. Cllr Pack requested that the invoice for the new LED lighting should be sought before the 
year end.                                                                                                                                  Action : Clerk     
 
7.2 Cllr Pack confirmed that he had not made payment for the invoice for the Remembrance Day wreath 
online, as he had indicated at the last meeting. The Council noted and approved payment of the following 
cheques:-                                                                                                                             
     

 
 

CHEQUES ISSUED AT THE MEETING      
    Cheque 

No. Paid to Nett VAT Gross 
 002217 Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal     £17.00   £0.00      £17.00 

 002218 TBS Hygiene       £32.50    £6.50       £39.00 
 002219 SSE Enterprise Lighting -for Nov & Dec    £231.50   £46.30     £277.80 
 002220 SSE - for Nov & Dec £317.29 £58.82 £376.11 
 002221 Bovingdon Green Village Hall £63.00 £0.00 £63.00 
 002212 J Holder -for Jan £398.85 £4.91 £403.76  

002223 HMRC - for Jan £78.00 £0.00 £78.00  
      
      

 
Totals £1,138.14 £116.53 £1,254.67 

  
 
CIL Moneys & Other Reserves 
7.3 It was agreed to increase the figure from £2,000 to £3,000 as the sum earmarked in the reserves to 
cover street lighting repairs.  
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7.4 Members discussed the provision of a defibrillator, which had been noted by the Clerk. Cllr Muller 
said he would investigate the status of the telephone box by Mundaydean bridleway. Cllr Pack raised the 
issue of potential liability. Cllr Dunn said he would investigate potential costs and the Clerk would also 
generally investigate further.                                                         Action : Cllrs Muller &  Dunn / Clerk   
 
7.5 Members further discussed the acquisition of a Speed Indicator. Cllr Muller said he would investigate 
and report back by 1 March; Cllr Mrs Parkins would also check with Bucks CC what it would allow.               
                                                                                                Action : Cllrs Muller &  Mrs Parkins 
   
C.8/18              STREET LIGHTING 
  
8.1  The Clerk reported that although work started on 8 January 2018 to install the  LED lights at 
Clayhill, he had been advised by SSE that technical issues had arisen which they were still addressing 
and for which they had not been able to give a timescale to remedy. The Clerk was requested to get a 
responseby31January. 
                                                                                                                                                 Action : Clerk     
 
 
C.9/18               MODERNISATION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
 
9.1    The Chairman noted, in his role as chairman of WDALC, the draft letter from WDALC to the 
Secretary of State, which he had circulated to WDALC members for comment. 
 
C. 10/18 GMPC STAFFING MATTERS 
 
10.1 Mr Holder had nothing to raise. 
 
C.11/18              SPECIFIC ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION and/or DECISION or FURTHER ACTION 
 

(a) BCC Tranche 2 Devolution 
11.1 The Clerk was requested to get an update from Bucklands on the recently contracted work. 
                                                                                                                                                 Action : Clerk     
 

(b) Booker Air Park/JCC 
11.2 Cllr Mrs France noted that 322 complaints on noise, being the vast majority of the complaints, had 
come from just one lady.  Cllr Dunn said he would check if this lady lived in the parish.  
                                                                                                                                          Action : Cllr Dunn 
   

(c) GMPC Community Speedwatch 
11.3 The Chairman said that the Speedwatch would not restart for at least a month. 
   

(d) GMPC Website and Media Communications 
11.4 The quote of £180 from Oliver Dunn for the installation of a noticeboard on the Harleyford Estate 
was agreed, Cllr Dunn having declared an interest and abstained. Installation was planned for the end of 
the month. 
 
11.5 Cllr Fletcher said that he would arrange PR for the LED lights at Clayhill once that was happening.                                                                                 
He  circulated the web stats. He noted that year on year, there had been a reduction in unique visitors 
from July onwards but was not sure why. He noted there had not been a recent mail drop of a calendar. 
Noting the quality of the Valley News, Cllr Muller suggested a smaller scale version could be produced. 
Following discussion, it was agreed that Cllr Muller would lead the production of a 4 page newsletter to 
include a report from him, to advertise the APM and to be sent out in April; Cllr Mrs Parkins would 
contact WDC Cllrs Barnes and Harris for articles.                       Action : Cllrs Muller &  Mrs Parkins 
 
11.6 Cllr Pack enquired as to whether there was clarity as to where the parish boundary actually lies. At a 
recent meeting when a member of public raised concerns about siding out on a part of Spinfield Lane, it 
had been said to be outside the parish boundary but the map on the Council’s website suggested that it 
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fell within. Cllr Mrs Parkins would download her MyWycombe map to Cllrs Pack and Fletcher who 
would ascertain the position.                                           Action : Cllrs Mrs Parkins, Pack & Fletcher 
   

(e) High Heavens 
11.7   Cllr Mrs. France had nothing to update.                                          
 

(f) Bovingdon Green Village Pond  
11.8 The Clerk was requested to remove this as an agenda item, until such time as there was anything 
specific.                                                                                                                                   Action : Clerk     
 
 
C. 12/18 CORRESPONDENCE AND REPORTS FOR INFORMATION 

 
i) Correspondence received  

12.1 The Clerk noted the letter from Marlow Archaeological Society (MAS) which he had circulated. 
The Environmental Agency is undertaking construction of a flood –relief scheme at two local sites. One 
of these, in the Pound Lane area, is the site of archaeology of regional importance, from the period 6000-
2000BC.In order to get financial support for their work from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for a 
project to commence in the spring of 2018, MAS need to show they have community support and have 
written to local organisations, including the Council. Cllr Dunn agreed to provide a draft letter and 
forward to the Clerk.                                                                                              Action : Cllr Dunn/Clerk 
   

ii) Reports from Councillors from Outside Bodies  
12.2 Marlow Society - Cllr. Fletcher said that an historic milestone had been uncovered after verge 
cutting on the road into Marlow near Seymour Court Lane; Cllr Teesdale BCC had agreed to fund the 
installation out of her allocation. In respect of the Bucks CC proposal to install parking meters in 
Marlow, there was to be a consultation and there had been a meeting during the day between BCC and 
Marlow TC to discuss this. He said the proposal would cover more than the High Street. 
 

iii) Comments by Councillors –  
12.3 Cllr Dunn said that although there had been some work done to cut down, the footpath from 
Claymoor Park up to the motorway was in a bad state and needed to be sided out by BCC.  
                                                                                                                                                 Action : Clerk 
  
C.13/18   QUESTION TIME FOR THE PUBLIC ON MEETING CONTENT  
 
13.1 None 
 
C. 14/18 NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Full Parish Council Meeting was noted as Thursday 15 March. This would start 
at the new agreed time of 7.00pm. 
 
(NOTE – Following the Meeting, dates of March and May 2018 changed to:- 
 

- Thursday 22 March 
- Thursday 17 May) 

 
Next Meeting therefore at 7.00pm on Thursday 22 March 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.10 pm.  

 
 
 
          Chairman 


